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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Receipt of applicant's amendment filed July 20, 2006 and August 17, 2006 is 
acknowledged. Claims 2-9, 12-14, 16, 17 and 19-36 are pending. Claims 2, 5-9, 12-14 
and 17 are amended. Claims 19-36 are newly submitted. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 9 and 13 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to MOSHIRNOROOZI (US 2004/0049962 A1) and AYALA (US 
2004/0226209 A1). Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings were received on July 20, 2006. These drawings (new sheet of 
Figure 4) are accepted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 9, 2, 5-8, 12, 13, 19 and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by MOSHIRNOROOZI (US 2004/0049962 A1). 
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6. MOSHIRNOROOZI discloses an apparatus for illuminating a sign (fig.1), the 
apparatus comprising: a unit (frame 1) that is attachable to the sign (display or picture 
viewing area 4, 0047); at least one light (LED 3) that illuminates the sign (4); a power 
supply (battery 12) that is separate from a main power supply; at least one light emitting 
diode (fl 0022) spotlight that illuminates an area (fig.1) surrounding the sign (4); and one 
or more proximity sensors (18,17) or an adjustable time circuit (15, U 0054) for 
switching the illumination of the sign on and off; wherein the power supply (12) is 
contained in the unit (holder 11); wherein the light that illuminates the sign is an LED 
sheet (LED 3 with "transparent plate" as described in 1} 0047) which is fitted to the sign 
(4); further comprising attachment elements (turning buttons 14, figs.1 & 3) for 
attaching the unit (1) to a frame (back plate 5) which surrounds the sign to be 
illuminated; wherein the unit (1) includes an L-shape (fig.1); further comprising at least 
one light sensor (17) for controlling or that controls the illumination of the sign or 
surrounding area. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 3 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



MOSHIRNOROOZI (US 2004/0049962 A1) in view of AYALA (US 2004/0226209 A1). 
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9. MOSHIRNOROOZI discloses the claimed invention except at least one solar cell 
and the battery being rechargeable. AYALA teaches a solar cell unit (110, fig.2, page 2, 
fls 0009, 0018) and rechargeable battery (80) for the purpose of collecting ambient light 
from the room when external is present and coverts the light into power stored in 
rechargeable battery (80) or used to illuminate the LED lights of the picture apparatus. 

10. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the picture or display lighting apparatus of 
MOSHIRNOROOZI to include the type of solar cell and rechargeable battery as taught 
by AYALA in order to convert external light in the room where the picture/display 
apparatus is disposed and convert to stored or useable energy to efficiently power the 
illumination of the display during all hours of desired operation. 

1 1 . Claims 4 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
MOSHIRNOROOZI (US 2004/0049962 A1) in view of AYALA (US 2004/0226209 A1) as 
applied to claims 3 and 20 above, and further in view of JONES (US 6,107,941). 

12. Claims 4 and 21 recite the solar cells being adjustably arranged, not disclosed by 
MOSHIRNOROOZI. JONES teaches an adjustably arranged solar cell (52, col.5, lines 
34-36) for the purpose of maximizing solar energy collection. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the sign apparatus of 
MOSHIRNOROOZI to include the type of mounted solar cell as taught by JONES in 
order to adjust the positioning of the solar cell to maximize solar energy collection, 
providing sufficient power or stored power for operation of the lighting device. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 14, 17 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

14. Claims 16 and 28-36 are allowed. 

1 5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 14, 17 and 27 recite limitations not suggested by the prior art of record: 
means for adjusting an aperture angle and desired direction of a light cone illuminating 
the surrounding area; and the unit is attached to the sign with at least one attachment 
point on each limb. 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments with respect to pending claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cahaso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2366. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA^ef-571 -272-1 000. 




fen Cariaso 
rimary Examiner 
rt Unit 2875 
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